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JSUBJECT: KNESSET REJECTS LIKUD PROPOSAL POR REPEREUDUM ON PUTURE 
OP WEST BANK 

1. SUMMARY: KNESSET'S REJECTION AUGUST 15 OF LIKUD PROPOSAL 

FOR REFERENDUM ON PUTURE OP WEST BANK CONPIRMS CONTINUING UNITY 
OP LABOR ALIGNMENT AND ITS COALITION PARTNERS IN WARDING OPF 
OPPOSITION EPFORTS TO FORCE GOVT'S HAND ON NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
JORDAN. BUT ACID TEST OP COALITION COHENSION WILL COME AT SUCH 
TIME AS ISRAEL ENTERS NEGOTIATIONS WITH JORDAN. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN LAST ACTION BEPORE EGINNING TWO-MONTH RECESS, KNESSET 
AUGUST 15 REJECTED 53-42 PRIVATE BILL INTRODUCED BY HERUT 

(LIKUD) MK HAIM LANDAU CALLING POR NATIONAL REPERENDUM ON QUESTION, 
" ARE YOU IN PAVOR OP ISRAELI RULE IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA?" 

VOTING WAS STRICTLY ALONG PARTY LINES, WITH COALITION MEMBERS 
AGAINST, AND NRP TOGETHER WITH SOME AGUDA RELIGIOUS PRONT MEMBERS 
SUPPORTUNG LIKUD INITATIVE. 
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3. JUSTICE MINISTER ZADOK, SPEAKING POR GOVT, ATTACKED 
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LIKUD PROPOSAL ON GROUNDS THAT (A) REFERENDA ARE CONTRARY TO 
PRINCIPLES OF PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY AND (B) IT WAS MEANINGLESS 
TO ASK ISRAELI PUBLIC TO VOTE ON THEORETICAL QUESTIONN COUCHED 
IN SIMPLISTIC FORM. ZADOK SAID THAT PHRASING OF SUCH A GENERAL 
QUESTION INTENTIONALLY OVERLOOKED SUBSTANTIVE COMPLEXITIES OF 
ISSUES FACING ISRAELI PUBLIC. HE REITERATED GOVT 
COMMITMENT TO GO TO ELECTORATE WHEN AND IF GOI REACHED 
CONCRETE AGREEMENT WITH IORDAN INVOLVING WITHDRAWAL FROM ANY 
PART OF WEST BANK. 

4. LIKUD REFERENDUM INITIATIVE WAS ITS SECOND EFFORT WITHIN 
TWO WEEKS TO COMPEL GOVT TO ADDRESS ISSUE OE ITS STANCE ON 
ARAB-ISRAELI NEGOTIATIONS. ON AUGUST 6 COALITION PARTIES VOTED 
DOWN HERUT LEADER BEGIN S CALL FOR RABIN TO MAKE MAJOR 

POLICY STATEMENT ON GOI NEGOTIATING STANCE BEFORE SUMMER RECESS 
(TEL AVIV 4487, PARA 8). 

5. ALTHOUGH KNESSET RECESS IS SCHEDULED TO CONTINUE UNTIL 
OCTOBER 21, PARLIAMENTARY RULES PERMIT ANY IIP MKS TO SUBMIT 
REQUEST FOR CONVENING SPECIAL SESSION IN THIS PERIOD. LIKUD 

AND RELIGIOUS PARTIES REPORTEDLY HAVE ALREADY PREPARED TWENTYNR 
THIRTY SIGNATURE LISTS ON BROAD RANGE OE EOREIGN POLICY AND 
DOMESTIC ISSUES, ENANING THEM TO CALL KNESSET INTO SESSION 
WHENEVER THEY WISH. THUS, CONTINUING PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITY 
CAN BE EXPECTED IN NEXT TWO MONTHS. 

6. COMMENT: LIKUD CAN BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE EFFORTS TL 
HAMSTRING GOVT IN MOVING TOWARD NEGOTIATIONS WITH JORDAN. 
KNESSET VOTE ON REFERENDUM DEMONSTRATED THAT RABIN'S 61-MEMBER 
GOVT REMAINS SUFFICIENTLY UNITED TO WARD OFF SUCH EFFORTS. 
HOWEVER, ITS UNITY ON SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES OE NEGOTIATIONS AND 
TERMS OE SETTLEMENT WITH ARAB STATES DEPENDS ON DEVELOPMENTS 
WITHIN RULING LABOR ALIGNMENT, PARTICULARLY ON WHETHER DAYAN 
AND HIS RAFI FACTION WILL SUPPORT GOVT INITIATIVES. WHILE 

GOVT SO FAR HAS EFFECTIVELY HANDLED CHALLENGES SUCH AS TWO 
ILLEGAL SETTLEMENT EEFORTS IN SAMARIA, ACID TEST OF ITS STABILITY 
AND SURVIVAL PROSPECTS STILL LIES AHEAD. 
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